SUBSTANTIVE REQUIREMENTS FOR MARRIAGE   245
third element, are combined with each other, with obscure
complexities resulting from the combination. Other serious
complications are bound to arise under this system when the
personal laws of the parties are different.
3. Influence of Public Policy
Both basic principles have proved one-sided, each being
closely limited by numerous exceptions. Whatever principle
a country may have adopted, there will be a marked tendency
not to apply a foreign marriage rule which conflicts with the
matrimonial law of the forum. Marriage is one of the favorite
objects of tenacious local custom and of more or less singular
enactments. Once almost every town in Central Europe had
its own law of marriage. Although centralizing states have
always succeeded in unifying a multitude of matrimonial sys-
tems with almost no resistance except for the claims of
churches, still each existing international private law is in-
fluenced (and if we except the United States, even greatly
influenced) by the idea that its domestic rules alone are
morally justified and form an indispensable gift to its own
subjects. If we observe how varied marriage laws are and how
antiquated or arbitrary many of them appear, we understand
the reluctance of states to recognize each other's laws.
The matter is further complicated because more than one
country may be involved, and in consequence different coun-
tries may apply their own public policies. There is the country
where the parties intend to marry, the country which considers
one or both of the spouses its subjects, the country where a
lawsuit for annulment is brought, the country where recogni-
tion of the marriage or recognition or execution of an annul-
ment is sought, and there may be other countries interested in
the status of children.
The question of public policy depends on which of the two
basic principles mentioned is adopted.